AN ACT UPDATING SOIL CONSERVATION (TITLE 22a) TO INCLUDE SOIL HEALTH
Proposed language for draft
Sec. 22a-314. General duties of commissioner concerning soil and water conservation[erosion].
The Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection may (a) make or cause to be made surveys,
investigations and research concerning [the problems of] soil and water conservation [erosion and its
control] including soil health, soil erosion, loss of important soil landscapes including prime and
important farmland soils, watershed health, and related ecosystem services including their role in
climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resiliency and publish [his] findings and disseminate
information concerning the subject; (b) cooperate with or enter into agreements with any state agency
or any owner or occupant of land in this state to carry out the provisions of this section; (c) obtain
options upon or acquire, by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest or devise, any property, real
or personal, or rights or interests therein, maintain, administer and improve any property so acquired,
and receive income from such property and expend such income in carrying out the purposes of this
section; and may sell, lease or otherwise dispose of any such property or interest therein for such
purposes; (d) accept contributions in money, services, materials or otherwise from the United States or
from this state or from any person, firm or corporation for such purposes; and (e) as a condition to
extending of any material benefits to landowners, under this section, require contributions to any
operations upon such land and require landowners who have consented to such work being done on
their land to enter into and perform such agreements as to long-term use of such lands as will [tend to]
improve soil and watershed health and prevent soil erosion, loss of important soil landscapes including
prime and important farmland soils, and loss of ecosystem services [thereon]. Said commissioner, or any
assistant or employee of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, may, at any
reasonable time and upon notice by registered mail sent to the last-known address of the owner of such
premises or with the oral permission of such owner or his agent, enter any premises while engaged in
the performance of duty under the provisions of this title. Said commissioner shall have power to make
necessary regulations to carry out the provisions of this section.
Sec. 22a-315. Soil and water conservation districts and boards; establishment, powers and council.
(a) In order to assist the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection in identifying and
remedying the problems of soil health, soil erosion, loss of important soil landscapes including prime
and important farmland soils, watershed health, and related ecosystem services including their role in
climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resiliency [and water erosion], the commissioner shall, by
regulation, establish soil and water conservation districts and boards. Such boards shall advise the
commissioner [him] on matters of soil and water conservation including but not limited to soil health,
soil erosion, loss of important soil landscapes including prime and important farmland soils, watershed
health, and related ecosystem services including their role in climate change mitigation, adaptation, and
resiliency, [erosion and sedimentation control] and shall assist him in implementing programs
concerning such matters. Such regulations shall (1) establish geographic boundaries for each district, (2)
establish procedures for the selection, by the residents in each district, of a board of supervisors for
each district, and (3) provide operating procedures for such boards of such districts. Such regulations
shall be adopted pursuant to chapter 54.
(b) The commissioner by regulation pursuant to chapter 54, may authorize such boards to (1) develop
soil and water conservation, soil health[, erosion and sedimentation control] programs, priorities and
workplans; (2) provide, by agreement, for technical assistance from cooperating state and federal
agencies to municipal and regional agencies and to landowners; (3) receive funds, by transfer, grant or

otherwise from the commissioner, including grants pursuant to section 22a-317, or by donation or
subscription from private sources, and expend such funds without regard to the provisions of chapter
50; (4) use or provide for the use of state equipment made available pursuant to section 22a-316; (5)
enter into contracts and employ consultants and other assistants on a contract basis or other basis for
rendering legal, financial, technical or other assistance and duties to carry out the purposes of this
chapter; and (6) acquire property by purchase, lease, gift or otherwise and to hold such property in the
name of the district.
(c) The commissioner shall [may], by regulation, adopted pursuant to chapter 54, establish a council to
coordinate the activities of such boards of such districts with the activities of the Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection and other state, regional and local agencies and propose regulations to
said department in matters of soil and water [erosion] conservation and to advise and assist the
commissioner in conserving and protecting the land, water and other natural resources of the state. The
council shall be within the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection for administrative
purposes only. Such council shall consist of nine members, five representing the soil and water
conservation districts to be selected by each of the five districts' boards, the Commissioner of Energy
and Environmental Protection or a designee, the Commissioner of Agriculture, or a designee, a
representative of a nongovernmental organization appointed by the Governor and a representative of
The University of Connecticut's cooperative extension system. In addition, the council shall include, but
not be limited to, the following at-large nonvoting members: The State Conservationist or designee of
the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the director of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment
Station or a designee, the director of the Storrs Agricultural Experiment Station or a designee, municipal
staff representatives responsible for erosion and sedimentation control, the State Committee Chairman
of the Farm Services Agency and a representative of Connecticut Resource Conservation and
Development[council member of a resource conservation and development area]. The commissioner
shall have the authority to receive funds from any source on behalf of the council and shall expend such
funds with the advice and consent of the council for equipment, supplies, and such full-time and parttime staff and consultants as may be necessary to carry out the council's duties and any other at-large,
nonvoting members who have expertise to support the duties of the council.
(d) The council may receive funds from any source and expend such funds for equipment, supplies, staff
and consultants as may be necessary to carry out its duties. [The council shall distribute funds for
program activities after a vote in which the members representing the boards of the soil and water
conservation districts shall collectively have one vote.] The council may employ an executive director
who shall not be subject to the provisions of chapter 67. The council may seek funding and provide
financial support to boards of soil and water conservation districts and other organizations for activities
contributing to soil and water conservation and soil health. The council may adopt and amend by a
majority vote such bylaws as it deems necessary to conduct its business.
(e) Prior to the promulgation of any regulations by the commissioner pursuant to subsections (a) and (b)
of this section, such proposed regulations shall first be approved by a majority of said council.
(f) For the purposes of this section, soil and water conservation districts or boards shall not be
considered state agencies or political or administrative subdivisions of the state.
[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.]

